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to facilitate smarter

healthcare product purchases

» Platformwould ensure
consumers aware of
medicine prices as steep
variations occur at private
clinics and pharmacies

¥ BY IKHWAN ZULKAFLEE
newsdesk@thesundaily.com

PETALING JAYA: A mobile application which
allows users to compare the prices of
medications at private clinics and hospitals
could be the ideal solution to help consumers
make informed healthcare decisions, says
economist Prof Emeritus Barjoyai Bardai.

He said such a platform would ensure
consumers are aware of the prices of medicines
in the market before making a purchase.

“Atthe moment, medicine prices at over-the-
counter pharmacies vary significantly. In the
Klang Valley alone, there are many pharmacies,
and since prices were previously unregulated,
some were selling medicines at double the price
compared with competitors.

“This should not continue, as consumers
who fail to diligently compare prices may incur
unnecessary financial losses,” he told theSun.

Barjoyai said the government should
consider developing the app in line with the
enforcement of the mandatory price display
under the Price Control and Anti-Profiteering
Act 2011 (Act 723), which came into effect on
May 1.

“Just like pharmacies, private healthcare
facilides also charge varying prices for
medication. Unless someone visits several
clinics or hospitals, it's hard to know which one
offers more affordable services.

“But if there were an app that allowed users
to compare treatment and medication costs at
nearby facilities, it would empower consumers
to make smarter choices; It might also
encourage clinics to standardise pricing to
remain competitive.

During a TikTok Live session by a senior
Health Ministry officer who discussed the
mandatory display of medicine prices in private
clinics and pharmacies last Wednesday, it was
revealed that a mobile app is in development to
help users compare medicine prices across
private clinics and pharmacies.

Barjoyal, however, was puzzled over the
opposition from some healthcare groups to the
implementation in the private sector.

“Displaying prices has long been mandatory

across retail sectors, from hypermarkets to .

market traders. Pharmacies are also required to

comply. So it’s unclear why certain groups in
the private healthcare sector are objecting to
this move,” he said.

The mandate to display drug prices at
general practice clinics has sparked concemns
that it could trigger medical inflation.

Federation of Private Medical Practitioners’
Associations Malaysia (FPMPAM) president Dr
Shanmuganathan TV Ganeson said the
enforcement would impact livelihoods and
restrict patient access to affordable care.

He said GPs nationwide have long practised
a “bundled fee” model, in which charges for
administrative tasks, consultations, nursing,
medication and minor procedures are
combined into one affordable sum for the entire
visit.

With the new move, Shanmuganathan said
GPs may no longer be able to pool the services
under a single bill, and a typical dinic visit
could now cost patients over RM100.

“The bundled model mirrors the Diagnostic
Related Groups (DRG) pricing system, which
helps contain costs and offers predictability for
patients.

“For instance, treating a common condition
like dengue fever might typically include: RM35
for consultation, RM20 for medicine and RM40
for blood tests, totalling RM95, with no separate
charges for registration, nursing, disposables,
utilities or compliance documentation.

“However, under the new itemised or

‘unbundled’ billing requirement, patients could
now see charges such as RMS5 for registration,
RM10 for medicine, RM5 for disposables, RM5
for waste disposal and RM5 each for nursing

- and infectious disease notifications. This would

raise the to%ﬂl to around RM110" he
explained in a tSApp reply to theSun.

Shanmuganathan warned that the shift
would not only drive up costs but also increase
the administrative load for GPs, who have
traditionally absorbed or waived minor fees to
keep care affordable. i

On Sunday, the Health Ministry clarified that
there is no policy change or new directive
requiring private medical clinics to provide
itemised billing by default.

It said itemised bills are only mandatory
upon a patient's request and must be issued at
no extra charge to help patients understand the
breakdown of service, treatment and
medication costs.

“The right of patients to request an itemised
bill is stipulated under the Private Healthcare
Facilities and Services (Private Hospitals and
Other Private Healthcare Facilities) Regulations
2006," the ministry said in a statement.

It emphasised that continued collaboration
quality ; d saf pat n@: he;lxlmcm

and safeguard patient ri in line with
Madani values, particularly “well-being’ which
promotes equal rights for both patients and
private providers.
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Kekang penyakit berjangkit di sempadan

500 kakitangan

KKM sertai AKPS

Operasi Agensi Kawalan dan Perlindungan Sempadan
Malaysia (AKPS), akan diperkukuhkan dengan penyerapan

kira-kira 500 kakitangan dari Kementerian Kesihatan (KKM) yang
ditugaskan sebagai penguat kuasa bagi membanteras dan mengawal

ancaman kesihatan berbahaya seperti penyakit berjangkit

dan haiwan pembawa penyakit zoonotik di sempadan negara.
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ngan KKM diserap

ke AKPS kawal ancaman penyakit

424, petugas
sudah disenarai
laksana 3 bidang
keutamaan

di pintu

masuk negara

Oleh Latifah Arifin
dan Tlah Hafiz Aziz

SIS DR

Kuala Lumpur: Agensi Kawalan
dan Perlindungan Sempadan Ma-
laysia (AKPS) jabatan tunggal

1 selia padan yang
duangka beroperasi sepenuhnya
bulan depan diperkukuhkan de-
ngan penyerapan Kira-kira 500
kakitangan dari Kementerian
Kesihatan (KKM).

Kumpulan Kkakitangan KKM
itu akan ditugaskan sebagai pe-
nguat Kuasa AKPS bagi mem-
banteras dan mengawal ancaman
kesihatan berbahaya seperti pe-
nyebaran penyakit berjangkit

dan haiwan pembawa penyakit
zoonotik masuk ke dalam nega-
ra,

BH difahamkan, sejak bebera-
pa bulan lalu, KKM sudah me-
nyenaraikan sejumlah 424 pega-
wainya untuk diserapkan ke da-
lam agensi itu bagi melaksana-
kan tiga bidang keutamaan iaitu
membabitkan pemeriksaan,
kawalan dan penguatkuasaan di
pintu masuk negara.

Sebelum ini, difahamKan as-
pek kesihatan di sempadan di-

Eks

kendalikan oleh KKM sendiri se- St i mn s
gagal antara agensx g'lang berada i uns Keratan

i barisan ! dan e e e akhbar BH
bersama kakitangan agensi lain R ot 10 Mac lali

seperti Jabatan Imigresen, Jaba-
tan Kastam Diraja Malaysia, po-
lisdan Jabatan Perkhidmatan Ve-
terinar

Media sebelum ini melapor-
kan, kerajaan sudah meluluskan
6,813 perjawatan untuk menyer-
tai AKPS yang berfungsi sebagai
agensi tunggal di sempadan, me-
nyatukan kepakaran dan sumber
dari pelbagai jabatan. kerajaan
untuk menyelaraskan operasi di
141 pintu masuk negara.

KKM berkata, selepas pegawai
berkenaan menyertai AKPS, se-

mua urusan kawalan kesihatan
termasuk mengesan risiko pe-
nyakit berjangkit akan berada di
bawah agensi tunggal itu.
“Mereka akan membantu
mengesan risiko penyakit ber-
jangkit, pemantauan status Ke-
sihatan dan pelaksanaan lang-
kah kawalan serta pencegahan di
Pintu Masuk Antarabangsa
(PMA). Ia bagi memastikan pe-
matuhan kepada perundangan
kesihatan dan keselamatan yang

berkuat Kuasa.

“Selain itu, penguat kuasa ber-
kenaan juga akan melaksanakan
tindakan pengawalan membabit-
kan barangan seperti makanan,
dadah, racun, kosmetik serta pro-
duk lain berkaitan dengan ke-
sihatan yang dibawa masuk atau
keluar dari Malaysia,” katanya
kepada BH.

fl -
Mengulas lanjut, KKM- Ekata,

tarikh pemindahan Kkakitangan
kementerian itu akan dilak =

lah seperti penyebaran penyakit
berjangkit, kemasukan ubat dan
bahan Kimia terlarang, penvelu-
dupan haiwan pembawa penya-
kit zoonotik, makanan dan mi-
numan tidak selamat dan kema-
sukan pendatang asing yang ti-

dak mempunyai vaksinasi asas.
Media sebelum ini melapor-
kan, kerajaan sudah meluluskan
6,813 perjawatan kepada AKPS
yvang berfungsi sebagai agensi
tunggal di sempadan, menyatu-
kan kepakaran dan sumber dari
b kerajaan untuk

kan berdasarkan Keperluan se-
masa.

Ditanya sama ada KKM mung-
Kin berdepan kekurangan kaki-
tangan susulan penyerapan Se-
jumlah petugasnya ke AKPS, je-
lasnya, perkara itu tidak akan
berbangklt

Ia tidak akan memben kman

menyelaraskan operasi di 141
pintu masuk negara.

Perjawatan keseluruhan AKPS
pula adalah seramai 12,000 orang
kakitangan apabila pengoperasi-
an penuh pada tahun depan.

Setakat 1 Februarilalu, 22 pin-
tu masuk diambil alih AKPS
dengan Lapangan Terbang An-

kerana mereka j
gas sedia ada walaupun di bawah
kawal selia agensi baharu.
“Namun begitu sekiranya ter-
dapat keperluan perkhidmatan,
KKM bersedia memohon perja-
watan baharu daripada agensi
pusat,” katanya,
Ancaman Kesihatan awam ada-

Kuala Lumpur
(KLIA) Lapangan Terbang An-
tarabangsa Pulau Pinang dan
Lapangan Terbang Antarabang-
sa Kota Kinabalu sudah melalui
fasa pertama pelaksanaan sis-"
tem itu dalam menambah baik
operasi kawalan di pintu masuk
negara.
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THERE has been a recent spike in R b h C d 19 2 d s
ctsesesmsngpoe i REMNEMDEr that Covia-19 Is enaemic
a recorded estimate of 14,200
cases from April 27 to May 3, current Covid-19 vaccine, accord-  ties and those in old folks homes, The public should be advised to
according to the health autheri- ing to Singapore’s Health Ministry.  seem to be more susceptible to take personal hygiene measures,
ties. Doctors are sat{ing thatthe dis-  the disease. ! like frequent handwashing and

This has triggered some busi- ease is mild for the most part, and Singaporean health authorities  covering one’s nose and mouth
nesses to “reactivate contingency  cases are treated as an endemic are saying that those with an when coughing and/or sneezing.
plans to deal with staff shortages  disease, like the common flu. increased risk of contracting The old anti-Covid-19 regime
and safeguard customer health”. Since Singapore and Malaysia Covid-19 should receive an addi- - should be brought into play; ie,

“Periodic Covid-19 waves of are like Siamese twins, with a tional dose of vaccine about one minimising social interaction and
infection are expected throughout strong interaction between our year after their last dose. Thelist  avoiding unnecessary travel
the year,” they added in news peoples, our health authorities includes healthcare workersand  when not feeling well. Wearing
reports. must be prepared in advance to those closely allied to the care of ~ masks should make a comeback

Currently, two variants of the meet this issue head on here. the elderly. Others who feel the in crowded areas or when dis-
main Covid-19 JN.1 variant, LF 7 The outbreak of these cases is need for protection can also be plag;irg flu-like syx;gwtom&
and NB 1.8, are circulating in said to be due to a weaker immu-  vaccinated. : ing forewarned is being fore-
Singapore, accounting for more nity as the follow up rate for Malaysian pharmacies should armed.
than two-thirds of locally booster vaccine jabs declines. ensure they have sufficient stock

enced cases. The JN.1 variant ~ Older people aged 60 and above,  of Covid-19 self-test Kits for public ©  DRA.SOORIAN

is the one used in formulating the  especially those with comorbidi- ~ purchase and use. Seremban




